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Executive Summary
The main purpose of this paper is to reveal the linguistic peculiarities of English language, used by contemporary Russian teenagers and highlight the details of essential English vocabulary used in their daily life. It is also to find out the purpose of learning English as well as level of satisfaction with current knowledge. The paper includes information about research objectives, information types, sources and access methods used. Moreover, data collection forms and sampling methodology are presented along with the data collection process, data analysis and main findings. 
The report is based on data collected and the interviews done with students of 8-11 forms. 
The following points will be discussed respectively:
· Main objectives of the research
· Information types, sources and access methods
· Data collection forms
· Sampling methodology
· Data collection process
· Data analysis and main findings
· Final recommendations and conclusion
After discussing all the points mentioned above a respective conclusion will be made accordingly.

The objectives of the research
Our main research objective is to find out how popular English is among Russian teenagers, what they use it for and what is the range of vocabulary they are aware of.  
1. From whom - the needed information is going to be gathered from the students aged from 14 to 17 who have been learning English as a foreign language for some years.
2. What information – it will contain a questionnaire on thematic and personal aspects of English language usage and appropriate data connected to the level of the language currently used. 
3. Unit of measurement - the levels of dissatisfaction and satisfaction with the appropriate language knowledge are going to be measured on a 5-point scale (1- extremely dissatisfied and 5- very satisfied). 
4. Word questions used to gather the information using the respondents’ frame of reference - the words that are familiar to our respondents, like travelling, family, friends etc.

Research design
Here are the two initial research designs that we are going to use.
· Exploratory research - that will include appropriate data collected.
· Descriptive research – that will give us the descriptive range of vocabulary used for specific cases, we will measure the students’ satisfaction and dissatisfaction with their language on a 5-point scale. This will show us the picture of existing problems.

Information types, sources and access methods
Our group conducted appropriate data collection. We had an informal interview with some of our students in order to identify the fluency of English they have as well as the spheres of its usage.  In addition, we created a questionnaire to reveal the linguistic peculiarities of each age group and level of satisfaction with English skills of each individual. 

Data collection forms
From our English language lessons, we have learned many different ways of conducting research studies, e.g. focus groups, experiments and surveys. All of the mentioned forms of research provide many ways for data collection and all of them have their advantages and disadvantages. Our group has decided that the most appropriate form of research for our educational project is survey. All of us agreed that conducting research using person-administrated survey will give us the advantages mentioned below.
· Will provide standardization. (All respondents reacted to questions worded identically and presented in the same order.)
· Will be easy to administer. (Our teammates questioned the respondents and recorded their answers very quickly and very easily. In other cases, our respondents read and responded to the same survey questions by themselves.)
· Will be easy to analyze. (Most of our survey has been conducted by using identical forms of papers, which made our job easier, because it provided options such as summary of the overall responses and the ability to download the responses in a final file.)


Data collection process
As mentioned above, we decided to conduct a survey which is person administrated. The first step was to create the questionnaire, which was divided into 5 sections. 
· The initial point was the screening, which had to represent the respondent’s name and surname. 
· The first section was about the age group the respondents belonged to and some personal information that we were interested in.
· The second section was more concentrated on the students’ topical vocabulary (their awareness of contemporary English trends, some widely used idioms, variety of adjectives they know etc.)
· The third section was concentrated specifically on the ways of improving English skills.
· The fourth section was aimed to find out the frequency of using English in daily life and the ways the respondents used to do it. 
· Section fifth was reveal the level of satisfaction with knowledge of English language.
Our survey lasted 4 days and during those 4 days we managed to collect 63 responses. As we mentioned, the person-administrated survey was conducted, while 23 of our students have been interviewed. For evading any mistakes, we were being constantly supervised and consulted by our English teacher. Other part of our responses came from survey questionnaire. For conducting the survey we used identical question papers, which made our job much easier and provided summary of the responses and the possibility to fix all of them in one final file at the end. 

Data analysis and main findings

Section 1     The main characteristic features revealed while processing this section show      that the majority of our students (92%) are able to fill in short forms containing their personal data. The only option that was rather difficult for some of them (8%) was about gender. In addition, some spelling errors took place, but they were insignificant. Personal assessment concerning language skills is 52% of students who suppose they know English well and 48% who think they do not know it well enough. Some of the respondents passed Russian State Exams in English (24%) and only a few of them took an International exam format (5%). 
Section 2          The data collected in this section showed rather good knowledge of vocabulary, but difficulties in understanding some idioms and short forms widely used in English language. We also found out that some of our students have Impressive vocabulary skills and good grammar command (28%), but there are also some pupils, who have Insignificant difficulties while dealing with grammar and vocabulary patterns (16%). The most difficult aspect in learning English was grammar (54%), the second difficulty mentioned was Vocabulary, mainly memorizing the words (38%). The most commonly used words and phrases mentioned by our students are “OK”, “I think”, “never mind”, “I don’t know”.
Section 3               	To improve their skills our students read books, watch films, some of them chat with native speakers or watch bloggers and youtubers. The most popular books are “Wizard of Oz” (age 14), “Harry Potter” (age 15), “1984” (age 16) while among favourite films they mentioned “The Book Thief”, “The Martian”, “Avatar” and “Harry Potter”.
Section 4                    For daily life English the respondents have lack of communication with native speakers and mainly use it only while travelling or speaking during the lessons and only few of them have pen-friends or e-pals to chat. We suppose this is the reason why they Feel rather nervous while Communicating with foreigners (76%). However, they actively use English to surf the Internet and find some information as well as watch films and read English books (56%). The majority of the respondents consider learning English extremely important because the language is necessary for their future career and communication.
Section 5                    The level of satisfaction ranges from Relatively satisfied 30% of responders to Satisfied 42%, Rather dissatisfied - 20% and 8% Dissatisfied. 
Feel rather nervous while communicating with foreigners
Do not worry

Conclusion and Recommendations
After all the forms have been filled in, the interviews conducted and the data processed, we draw the following conclusion: our students are rather interested in learning English and they understand the importance of knowing English language nowadays, but still there are some of them who learn English because they have to. Moreover, the majority of them feel nervous while talking to foreigners, which means they have lack of lively communication and low self-confidence. Grammar and vocabulary are also of the students’ concern. The level of satisfaction is not so high which indicates that they are rather critical and are aware of their personal problems. Considering the above mentioned, we came up with the following recommendations, based on our findings:
· The process of learning English should be more focused on external sources. You should be “into the language” authentically. Thus, you have to make friends with people who only speak English and you shouldn’t be afraid to make mistakes. Social networks are great sources to improve the language skills.
· You should fully trust your teacher and pay attention to every detail discussed at the lesson. Try to work more in groups, in this way you will be less shy or frustrated to speak.  Any mistake you make must be considered with patience and desire to omit it for the next time. Try to be as much concentrated during the lesson as you are able to and fix not only your practical errors, but also those made by the others.
· Pay attention to your self-education. Vocabulary is easier to memorize when you connect it with something you have done yourself. For example, a word or a phrase from a film (a book) will be connected to your personal experience, thus you will remember it, your mind will recall the memory whenever it is necessary.
· Try to love English because it is beautiful and opens up the whole world in front of you giving unimaginable prospects to learn, to become more intelligent, to be acquainted to different cultures and widen your horizons.  
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Appendix 1

	Questionnaire for basic English skills

Name ____________________________________________________
Surname __________________________________________________
Age ______________________________________________________
Form _____________________________________________________
Gender ____________________________________________________
Nationality _________________________________________________
1. Do you know English well? _______________________________
2. How long have you been learning English? ___________________
3. Have you ever passed any exams in English? If yes, how successful were you? __________________________________________________ 
4. What does the idiom “big short” mean?
a. a really aggressive person     b. a very important person   c. an interesting person
5. What is the appropriate explanation for “vicious circle”?
a. a critical situation where things depend on each other
b. an incorrect circle
c. a wheel on the cart
6. Does “fat chance” mean “a really big chance”?
a. Yes        b. No
7. What does “cheeky” mean?
a. rude        b. intelligent            c. funny
8. Match the meanings to the abbreviations:
             LOL
a. laughing out loud      b. lots of laughs        c. laughing only leisurely
OOAK
a. one of a kind              b. only one at kingdom      c. respect only fat lobsters
YOLO
a. you only love once     b. you only lie once        c. you only live once
OK
a. all correct         b. oll korrect           c.  only ketchup 
IMHO
a. I may have options      b. In my humble opinion      c. I mostly hate oaths  
9. What adjectives do you usually use to describe people? _____________________________________________________________________
10. What synonyms to the word “beautiful” do you know? ___________________________________________________________________________
11. What opposites of the word gigantic can you name? _________________________________
12. Please, make any question in English. ____________________________________________
13. How often do you communicate with English speakers?______________________________
14. What English films have you watched? ___________________________________________
15. What language do you use while surfing the net?____________________________________
16. What is the latest book you read in English?________________________________________
17. What do you use your English for? _______________________________________________
18. How popular is English language in Russia? _______________________________________
19. What are your plans connected with English language?
20. Are you satisfied with your English skills? 
a. extremely satisfied   b. relatively satisfied     c. satisfied       d. rather dissatisfied   e. dissatisfied



Appendix 2
Interview questions
1. Do you like English?
2. Do you learn English because you have to or you are rather fond of doing it?
3. Is it easy or difficult to learn English?
4. What is the main purpose you learn English?
5. What is the most difficult aspect of learning English for you?
6. How do you feel when you have to talk to foreigners? 
7. Is it important to learn English nowadays? Why?
8. What words do you most commonly use while speaking English?
9. What do you do to improve your English skills?
10.  How do you use your English skills while travelling?
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